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Our Mission: Support homeless women and children to 
advance from a point of crisis to a position of self-su�ciency.

Most reading this article are aware that 
St. John’s was one of three Sacramento-
based homeless services providers featured 
by The Oprah Winfrey Show on February 
25th.  The show told the story of the devas-
tating impacts this economy, foreclosures 
in particular, is having on families.   

The viewing party held at the Shelter in-
cluded over 200 graduates, volunteers and 
clients—in addition to KCRA and the Sacra-
mento Bee! (Please see the “News” section 
at www.stjohnsshelter.org to view the local 
media coverage we received. Thanks to 
Jami Warner who made the coverage hap-
pen!) Wonderful hors d’oeuvres were un-
derwritten and provided by the Firehouse 
Restaurant, Town and Country Catering, 
the Kitchen Academy, Gold Rush Grille, 
select students from St. Francis High 
School, and the Folsom Chamber of Com-
merce. Anderson Audio Visual and Gary 
Johnson underwrote the AV so we could 
have 200-plus watching at the Shelter si-
multaneously. (If you aren’t already doing 
business with these fabulous organiza-
tions, please consider doing so!) It was a 
very special and memorable afternoon for 
all of us—to know that St. John’s had been 
included in this important and just-emerg-
ing dialogue and that Oprah recognizes the 
plights of those we serve.  

While the national exposure was 
tremendous, the local exposure was even 
more tremendous… so few people realize 
what is going on in our own backyard. St. 
John’s is now turning away over 240 

women and children every day, up from 
80 per day last year. Please know that 
your support is needed now, more than 
ever before, to help us meet the rapidly 
growing demand for our services. With an 
additional $25 a day, we can serve an 
one more woman or child in the shelter. 
Please consider making a contribution at 
www.stjohnsshelter.org or by mailing it to the 
address included in this newsletter. Please 
also consider volunteering at St. John’s, where 
we employ the help of more than 300 volun-
teers each and every month to support these 
families in becoming self-su�cient.  

There are some “less direct” ways you 
can help us as well. You can purchase your 
o�ce supplies from www.GiveSomething-
Back.com, a supporter of St. John’s! (Please 
see their article on the next page.) You 
can also make a purchase from local artist 
Gayle Rappaport-Weilands who is donating 
50% of the proceeds from the sale of her 
art to St. John’s! (Please also see her article 
on the next page.) You can support our 
3rd Annual Celebrating Mothers Tea Party 
on May 8th at the Hyatt downtown. (See 
enclosed invitation.) And you can share our 
story with your friends and colleagues.  

We cannot meet this demand alone—
we need the help of this entire community.

Most gratefully,

Michele Steeb
Executive Director  

Oprah and the Emerging Faces 
of this Recession

Transforming lives. 
Transforming the community.

One woman, one child 
at a time.

Inside you’ll �nd the stories of some of the families interviewed 
by Lisa Ling…the emerging faces of this recession.

St. John’s is now turning away 
over 240 women and children 
every day, up from 80 per day 

last year. Please know that 
your support is needed now, 

more than ever before, to help 
us meet the rapidly growing 

demand for our services.

Your donations to St. John’s, 
received between March 1 

and April 30, up to $50,000, 
will be matched by 

Alan Shawn Feinstein, 
as part of the Foundation’s 

2009 Challenge to End Hunger! 

Monies raised benefit the 
Youth Programs at

FAM
ILY FUN FOR

A GOOD CAUSE!

Saturday
January 30th 

2010
2:30pm - 6:00pm at

STRIKES BOWLING

ALLEY AND FAMILY

FUN CENTER

(Doors open at 2:00pm)

3443 Laguna Blvd, Elk Grove, CA 95758-7515
Bowling Alley and Family Fun Center

Bowl with Professional 
Athletes & Celebrities

Baseball Skills Clinic

Celebrity Bartenders

Live Music

Corporate & Family Fun

Food & Drinks

Celebrity Billiards Shootout

Autograph Station

Join Derrek Lee 

of the 

Chicago Cubs 

and Friends


